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This Week 


NY producers anxious to book 
their incoming productions in the face 
of the heaviest booking jam in years 
are eying the film palaces which have 
recently been refurbishedand/or will 
be refurbished. The Palace and State 
fall into the first classification, and the 
Capitol falls into the second, This film 
house of 4000 seats will be cut down to 
3000 seats after extensive alterations in 
Dec. Among producers investigating the 
possibility of using it are Alan Jay Ler- 
ner- Frederick Loewe hunting a house 
for their Jenny Kiss'd Me now due Nov 
1960, 


Plays 


Make A Million to close July 18 
after 309 performances, Producers are 
unable to find a suitable replace for Sam 
Levene who leaves to join Heartbreak 
House. .. Redhead resumed after a one 
week vacation... Jules Dassin has quit 
as director of Moonbirds, Marcel Ayme 
comedy adapted by John Pauker due Oct 
14 at Cort, and has been replaced by Will- 
iam Gaskill.,.The Andersonville Trial 
by Saul Levitt to be staged by Jose Ferrer 
for William Darrid-Eleasnore Saidenberg- 
Daniel Hollywood ...Dealer's Choice by 
Frank Gerolma to be presented Jan 17 by 
BKS Productions (Joseph Brownstone, Nor- 
man Kean, David Sontag.)... The Secret 
Concubine by Aldyth Morris which was 
to be presented at Renata, will be produced 
on Broadway by Liska March. 


Players 


Melville Cooper has replaced 
Reginald Denny, My Fair Lady... 
Bert Wheeler to co-star with Mel - 
vyn Douglas in The Gang's All Here 
...Diana Wynyard and Dennis Price 
joined Heartbreak House... Janet 
Gaynor to make NY stage debut in The 
Midnight Sun by Joseph Hayes Nov 23, 
directed by John Frankenheimer ... 
Jessica Tandy to be sole US actress in 
Five Finger Exercise joining British 
cast members Roland Culver, Michael 
Bryant, Brian Bedford, Juliet Mills , 
John Gielgud director ... Carol Law - 
rence to star in Saratoga... Margaret 
Truman may appear in Sound of Music. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Fanny film to be produced next 
year in Europe by Josh Logan to star 
Audrey Hepburn and Alain Delon.,.Who 
Was That Lady film co-stars James 
Whitmore, Tony Curtis, Dean Martin, 
Janet Leigh. 


Tickets 


Pleasure of His Company ducats 
can be charged via American Express 
Company credit card system. 


critical digest 


The Weekly NYC Theatre Newsletter Digest Service- 
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Calendar 


The Connection- Living 7/15. 
Living Theatre repertory presents 
new play by Jack Gelber, directed 
by Judith Malina . To be presented 
in repertory with Many Loves. 


Guys and Dolls- Central Park 
7/21. Hudson Celebration-Theatre- 
in the Park presents revival of 1951 
NY Critics' Circle Award play staged 
by Billy Matthews with Lloyd Bridges, 
Harvey Stone, Jake La Motta. 


Theatre TV Notes 


The NBC TV Nov 13 special 90 
minute show devoted to Lerner-Loewe 
musicals has been cancelled, Network 
and sponsor wanted to include product- 
ion scenes from My Fair Lady and Gigi 
but authors did not want to take scenes” 
out of context. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Living Theatre" by Elmer 

Rice to be published by Harpers in 
Sept..."How to Act" by Robert Graham 
Paris to be published by Harpers in Aug 
.+.+."An Introduction to the Greek Thea- 
tre" by Peter D, Arnott published by St. 
Martin's Press ($5)..."The Best of Mc- 
Dermott", selected writings of the late 
Cleveland Plain Dealer critic William 


McDermott, to be published by World Pub- 
lishing, with an introduction by John Mason 


Brown 


Other Broadways 


The Drunkard closes in Theatre 


Mart, Los Angeles after a run of 26 years. 
Mrs, Mildred Ise will fold melodrama in 


220 seat theatre Oct 10 after more than 


10,000 performances,..2200 seat theatre 
is planned by Huntington hartford for Hog 


Island, Bahamas resort ...Hilary, the 
new Gerald Savory comedy being tested 


on summer circuit with Joan Fontaine, to 
make a lengthy national tour prior to a NY 


try. ..a third company of Billy Barnes 
Revue planned for San Francisco and 


Chicago. 


London 


The Aspern Papers, Michael Red- 
grave's adaptation of Henry James ' 
story with Redgrave, Flora Robson to 
open Aug 12,,.Robert Clary to star in 
Edward Chodorov's Monsieur Lautrec 
in Sept...Kay Kendall and Rex Harrison 
plan to star next season in Stratford - 
on -Avon- Taming of the Shrew. ..Once 
More With Feeling with Robert Morley, 
John Neville, Dorothy Tutin rated by Lon- 


don reviewers as a slender piece redeem- 


ed by good acting, 


NY 17 NY 
Kraus 


10th year Published 52 weeks a year $25 per year 


The Young and the Beautiful to 
close at Theatre East July 19 after 61 
performances... Virginia Baker has 
replaced Sandra Nyay, Waltz of Tor- 
eadors... Dorothy Greener returned 
to Leave It to Jane after summer cir- 
cuit chores...Carl Lee has replaced 
Karl Farrar, The Connection, after 
latter resigned due to physical exhaus- 
tion, former is son of Canada Lee. ... 


Mark Twain Tonight! to suspend Sept 
6 prior to nationwide tour. 


Orpheus Descending revival to 
be presented Oct 7 by Stella Holt , 
directed by Adrian hall. .. Three Days 
Before Yesterday by Kevin O'Morrison 
to be presented by Joyce Henry, direct- 
ed by Charles Olsen, 


Summer Theatres 


NY Hudson Celebration Theat re- 
in-the Park schedule includes Stanley 
Prager's production of Carmen Jones, 
directed by William Hammerstein, due 
Aug 18 for one week, and Can-Can with 
Genevieve for two weeks starting Aug 25. 


Joan Bennett and Donald Cook to 
open ll week summer tour in Anniver- 
sary Waltz and Once More With Feeling 
July 14 with the former at Drury Lane, 
Chicago...There's Always a Murder , 
Ken Parker's triple threat effort as auth- 
or,director and actor, to be tested at 
Cedar Grove, NJ , prior to an Off Broad- 
way try. .. Kansas City Starlight Theatre 
Monday tickets available as premiums 
via Safeway Stores. 


Tryouts on the strawhat circuit 
this week include---A Piece of Blue 
Sky by Frank Corsaro with Shelley 
Winters at Andover, NJ...Hilary by 
Gerald Savory with Joan Fontaine at 
Kennebunkport, Maine... Proposals 
at Geneva by Warren Murray at Dor- 
set, VT...Red Letter Day by Andrew 
Rosenthal with Gloria Swanson at Ny- 
ack, NY...The Golden Crucible by 
Kermit Hunter at Pittsburgh, Amphi- 
theatre, Pa... The Mousetrap by Ag- 
atha Cristie at Meadville, Penn....3 
Short Plays at Stony Point, NY, include 
He Came Running by Mary Hamlin, The 
Cloak by Clifford Bax and The Choice 
by Francis Hamlin. 


College Theatre 


Institute for Advanced Studies 
in Theatre Arts to be established in 
NYC by Dr John D Mitchell slated to 
open in Jan with lectures on German 
theatre by Willie Schmidt, Soviet Un- 
ion theatre by Yuri Zavadski and on 


French theatre by Jean Meyer. 


State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City to launch its new program to aid 
the professional writer with the fall 
presentation of Ned Armstrong's new 
play The Way the Ball Bounces, 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Merry Wives of Windsor-Stratford, Conn 7/8. 6 pro- 
with no vote recorded by World Telegram & Sun critic- filed on 
second repertory production of American Shakespeare Festival 
season . Co-directors John Houseman and Jack Landau shared 
plaudits with cast headed by Larry Gates, Nancy Marchand, Nan- 
cy Wickwire, Morris Carnovsky, 5 of the 6 notices filed were 
raves with only Crist, Herald Tribune, having any large size items 
to disagree with. She enjoyed the pleasant and delightful moments, 
but feared that too many planned pauses slowed the speech and act- 
ion in the pleasing summer entertainment . Majority though found 
most elements rollicking. Funke, Times, praised the first rate 
players and the controlled staging in the rollicking performance, 
Watt, News, enjoyed the breezy, fluent, buoyant production excell- 
ently acted under spirited and inventive direction. Coleman, Mir- 
ror, admired the rollicking fun also, and noted current cast was 
better suited to comedy than the more demanding Romeo. Kasten- 
dieck, Journal American, also labeled it rollicking fun with ingen- 
ious direction, all done in colorful fashion. Herridge, Post, noted 
that tasteful direction, tongue-in-cheek music and a superlative 
cast provided a magnificent job.by a group which seems so much 
better with Shakespeare's comedies than his tragedies. 


Say Darling- Westbury,NY- 7/ll. Coleman, Mirror, en - 
joyed the summer tent revival by Lee Guber-Frank Ford-Shelly 
Gross with Wally Cox, Betty McGuire, Danny Costello, Comedy 
still plays well and is packed with a lot of laughs and sassy fun, 
the producers have come up with the right performers to make 
it click on all six cylinders, critic rated. 


Cambridge Festival Debut 


Twelfth Night- Boston Arts Theatre, Brighton, Mass 7/8. 
1 mild pro listed by Elliot Norton, Boston Record, filing Times 
notice on Herbert Berghof's production starring Siobhan McKenna 
and Fritz Weaver. Handsome, gay and in many ways admirable it 
needed the pruning and tightening that might have come with a two 
week out-of-town tryout . Berghof in striving to make it popular 
has unfortunately made it prosy with nobody doing much with the 
verse, 


Summer Theatre Events 


Summer theatre productions of interest this week in- 
clude--- 


NY--A Country Girl at Centerport...Murder Has 
Been Arranged at Mt. Kisco...Life With Father at New Scot- 
land... Dracula at Saranac Lake. 


NJ--Compulsion at Cape May...Rashomon at Fort 
Lee...Constant Wife at Middlesex... Waiting for Godot 
at Princeton. 


Penn--Time Remembered at Boiling Springs... In- 
herit the Wind at Lewisburg... Plain and Fancy at Mt. Gretna. 


Conn--Nina with Shirley Booth, Douglas Watson at Ivory- 
ton... Taming of the Shrew at Sharon... Caesar and Cleopatra 
with Franchot Tone and Susan Strasberg at Westport. 


Mass--The Big Doorstep at Bass River... Macbeth at 
Nantucket... Confidential Clerk at Provincetown. ..Sleep of 
Prisoners at Springfield. 


Maine--Towards Zero at Boothbay...Biography with 
Faye Emerson at Ogunquit. 


NY 


CRITICS 


ABROAD 


Greece---Twin bill in the 4th century B,C, amphitheatre 
of Epidaurus Eurpides' Cyclops and Aristophanes' The Frogs 
held the attention of Aston, World Telegram & Sun, even though 
he cannot understand Greek, The plays in the natural stadium 
seating 14,000 have been updated with lavish horse play that is 
mildly bawdy .The costuming was vivid and the music by Manos 
Hadjidakis was fresh, pointed and discreet. 


Warsaw---Corruption in the Halls of Justice by Ugo Betti 
with a remarkable performance by Gustaw Holoubek was the high 
point of Watts, Post, Polish playgoing. He also saw a so-so Ham- 
let and an odd Midsummer Night's Dream in which Bottom was 
a brash, handsome young fellow, 


Prague--- The Magic Lantern an unusual combination of 
16 projectors and life actors darting on and off a screen made for 
a remarkable evening, commented Watts, Post. The entertaining 
stage-film-vaudeville , marred by propaganda, was imaginatively 
produced by Radok. The current Czeck hit is a brilliant production 
of Death of a Salesman, 


Belgrade---Romanoff and Juliet and James Joyce's Exiles 
are two of the current Yugoslav productions visited by the Post's 
wandering drama critic. The latter was presented at an experi- 
mental theatre, Atelier 212. Belgrade has five theatres, though the 
national art seems to be the ballet, 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"The Off Broadway Theatre" edited by Richard Cordell and 
Lowell Matson (Random House $5) provides an excellent service 
to contemporary show business okays Rodo, Variety. Trage mugg 
suggested future editions, if annual, should include vital statistics 
such as dates, theatres, cast credits, production credits, etc. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


More Porgy and Bess discs were reviewed with vary- 
ing degrees of acceptance, Soundtrack album with Robert Mc- 
Ferrin released by Columbia was rated as colorless by Watt, 
News, becatise all of the female voices sound the same. Critic 
suggested for authenticity the record fan should hunt up the 
Broadway original cast album, also by Columbia, with Lawrence 
Winters and Camila Williams... Lawrence Tibbett- Helen Jep- 
son RCA Camden album billed as one of the most interesting of 
the flock by Herm, Variety. Recorded in 1935 the sound may be a 
bit thin , but this is secondary since the performances are full- 
bloodied and as dramatically exciting as the music requires... 
Soundtrack album (Columbia) lists McFerrin but does not men- 
tion Adele Addison as "Bess", a shameful slighting of a sop - 
rano whose lovely singing constitues one of the most attractive 
aspects of the album, comments Kupferberg, Herald Tribune. 

Ella Fitzgerald-Louis Armstrong Verve album is a most 
spontaneous session with their voices blending and alternating, 
okays Herald Tribune reviewer, Album might be a bit too long 
but by its sincerity and its sheer feel for the music it brings a 


new dimension to the score, and Gershwin, for one, would have 
been delighted with it. 
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ig 
y) 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


BACKSTAGE CRITICS...Behave yourself when you go back- 
stage, warns Watt, News, who reminds that nobody wants 
to be told that his contribution was anything less than 
sensational or that the show itself was lacking in any res- 
pect. "Loved it", "delightful", "charming", "it went beau- 
tifully" are good brief, meaningless but soothing salutations. 
If the play was a stiff and you pass the author, News review- 
er suggests a " You've done it again," 


COLUMN TIPS...Many Miami Beach hotels are redesigning 
their stages for legit plays next season, hears Kilgallen, 
Journal American... Brendan Behan's contract for the NY 
production of The Hostage requires him to appear here 
within the first three weeks of the run, warms Lyons, Post 
.«-Menasha Skulnik has been offered the top role in the new 
Grand Hotel musical which Paul Muni vetoed, notes Cole- 
man, Mirror. 


CITY CENTER NAY.,..The musical comedy and operetta re - 
vivals of the City Center might make worthy occupants of 
the new Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts theatres, 
but Taubman, News, doubts if the sproradic dramatic act- 
ivities would fit in. They have not been based on any fixed 


cadre of talent and could not be planned on a long-range basis, 


They can easily be sacrificed if the Lincoln Center's hopes 


for a permanent repertory company materialize, Times music 


critic commented. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Times book review by Norris Houghton 
which noted that "The Theatre of Bertolt Brecht" by John 
Willett had 402 footnotes was mistaken, author points out 
in Times Book Review letter. There are two footnotes 
followed by 402 notes in a separate section at the end of 
the text, and are quite harmless. 


BEHAN'S 3 DAY SPREE...AP stories 3 days in a row kept NY 
informed of Brendan Behan's arrival, visit, arrest and 
rescue after attending the London production of his The 
Hostage at Wyndham's Theatre, Before entering the play- 
house he went outside tieless and unshaven to entertain 
the lines of playgoers with Gaelic songs and dances. As 
the audience filed in, he shouted "idiots,"" When the Eng- 
lish anthem was played he shouted "Up the Irish." After 
the play was over he romped on stage and danced a jigas 
the audience cheered. The following night he tried to re- 
turn to the same theatre and also tried to crash the first 


night of Once More With Feeling. After helping close up 
another pub, he was arrested as a drunk and held for five 


hours before he was bailed out on his own bond for $1, 40 
The events, covered daily on Page One of most NY papers, 
ended with Behan's arrival in Dublin where he was placed 
in bed by his wife. 


CANADA'S STRATFORD...In seven years Canada's Shakespeare 
Festival in Ontario has developed out of a suffocating cir- 
cus tent into the most cheerful and original playhouse in N. 
America, cheered Atkinson, Times . It has not only stim- 
ulated Canadian theatre and made North America aware of 


a Canadian style of acting and producing, but it has also ar- 
oused interest in the other arts making the Shakespeare fest- 


ival a generative force in the cultural life of N. America. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... NY Shakespeare Festival is facing new 


problems with the Park Department, Joe Papp told Crist, 


Herald Tribune, The department has refused to make avail- 
able benches for rehearsal rest periods ,has refused to per- 
mit use of department trucks to transport props and is using 
available funds to rent seats although in previous seasons the 
department provided these on its own... Arlyne Frank, new 
lead in The Music Man, won her role at an open audition over 
150, she told Herridge, Post. The wife of a Yale professor she 


takes the ll 35 PM train home nightly. 


Theatre parties may be directly responsible for the 
return of several film houses to legit next season. The gossip 
items and rumors are true, Producers are hunting new spots 
to bring in shows for the simple reason that as of June 30 all 
of the available Broadway theatres have been booked for the 
forthcoming season. With party agents eager for the promoters 
to sign a theatre so they can start selling shows with name play- 
ers , it will be only a sad, reluctant producer who will turn 
back the money to his investors and refuse the bookings because 
he has been unable to locate a playhouse. The refurbished film 
palaces, such as the Palace and State and the soon to be altered 
Capitol, and the scrawny 42nd St "grind" houses are all being 
inspected for possible use next season. The first coup can be 
expected to be announced soon. A block party on 42nd St be - 
tween 7th and 8th Aves would seem a fittine celebration for the 
return of the first theatre. 


* * 


Theatre, ala Brendan Behan, was front page news in 
every NYC newspaper for three days running. The liquid ex- 
ploits of the Irish playwright were reported fully and pictorially 
as no other entertainment news was during the same period. If 
this will aid the presentation next season of The Hostage in NY 
remains a research item that we will have to be patient about . 
Coverage of the alcoholic capacity of US authors and actors are 
usually left to blind items in gossip columns and are not fully 
reported, with pictures, by the world's press. 


* * 


Summer theatre would be pretty said if it were not for 
the Shakespeare festivals, scattered hither and yon. With the 
average summer theatre producer presenting packages of last 
year's so-so comedies with name players, it is left to the var- 
ious Shakespeare Festivals to provide almost the sole cultural 
note to the strawhat circuit, 


* 


The 2 PM Wed matinee could be started even earlier 
judging by the large number of eager patrons awaiting the 
opening of the theatres atl PM. A visitor to NY who plans 
his day so a matinee can be included is ready, eager and will- 
ing to have his lunch at ll 30 AM and to be at the theatre al- 
most by 12 30 PM. This would be against all the rules of 
humanity as far as most actors are concerned, but would 
certainly aid in bringing even more exurbanites, who have 
to ride two or three hours on the commutter trains, to the 
NY shows. 


* 


The legendary policy of Off Broadway productions to 
save their advertising money on the day after opening when 
the reviews are published has probably lost more sales of 
tickets than any one myth. The theory is that the reviews 
if good will encourage box -office sales, and if bad the ads 
would literally be a waste of money. The theory ignores 
the many who would send in mail orders for tickets if the 
data, address, box office price and phone number were listed 
the same day as the review. As the average editor thinks 
these items are in the advertising field, the management 
should take an ad the same day as the reviews appear. 


* * 


While the booking jam becomes worse on Broadway 
each season, it has never,and should never be, serious Off 
Broadway. License Commissioner O'Connell willing there 
are more than 80 locations where Off Broadway productions 
have been presented in the past several seasons, though never 
more than 20 at any given time. It would be a truley exciting 
period in NY theatre if 30,40 or even 50 Off Broadway product- 
ions were vying in quality and box-office price for support. 


* 


July 13,1959 THEATRE FACT CHART---CRITICAL DIGEST--139 E 47,NYC-- EL 5-6894 


This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-to-date data on current business and 
critical reaction to current Broadway and Off Broadway shows, Top week-end box office 
prices and opening dates are listed. 


SUBSCRIBERS may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for 
details of late reviews, 


"C"-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by 7 NYC daily reviewers. 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not (earn back its investment ). 


"B"-Business- figures refer to percentage of gross sales last week. %%% figures refer to 
percentage of past week's attendance and indicates current availability of tickets, CAP 
figures refer to gross capacity of houses on Broadway in thousands of dollars, Figures 
that follow are corrected gross estimates by VARIETY for past week and previous weeks' 
business, all figures in thousands of dollars, Thus 100% B Cap $68- $68 $64- etc- means 
that the past week the show was a sell-out, the previous week's business was $64,000, etc, 


DESTRY RIDES AGAIN 255 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- Times, H Trib- 3 raves 
Imperial $9.40 4/23/59 CO 5-2412 85% B- Cap $65--$58 $68 $68 $67 $67 $66 
FLOWER DRUM SONG 246 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
St James $8.05 12/8/58 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $62--$63 $63 $63 $63 $63 
GYPSY 1681 Bway 100% C- 7 Pro- J Am milder on book 

Broadway $9.40 5/21/59 Cl 7-7992 100% B- Cap $82--$83 $83 $83 $82 $71(7) 
J.B. 245 W 52 100% C- 7 pro- 2 OK J Daly-News, WTS 
ANTA $6.90 12/11/58 CI 6-6270 30% B- Cap $45--$16 $24 $27 $27 $27 
LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves- Times milder okay 
Royale $8.05 11/11/58 CI 5-5760 VACATION to Aug 3- Box Office open 
MAJORITY OF ONE 225 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- News- all rave co-stars 
Shubert $6.90 2/16/59 Cl 6-5990 100% B- Cap $53--$53 $53 $53 $53 $53 
MAKE A MILLION 225 W 45 60% C- 4 pro- Trib,Mir, J Am, VTS 
Morosco $6,90 10/24/58 CI 6-0230 30% B- Cap $36--$11 $16 $20 $18 $16 $13 
MARRIAGE GO ROUND 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- Times, Newz, WTS 
Plymouth $6.90 10/29/59 CI 6-9156 VACATION to Sept 15- Box Office open 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 44 100% C- 6 pro raves show- H Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05 12/19/57 Cl 6-0730 90% B- Ca p $70--$66 $71 $71 $71 $60 $65 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100% C- 7 raves play-News OK P. Charles 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 100% B- Cap $70--$70 $70 $70 $70 $70 $70 
PLEASURE COMPANY 255 W 45 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
Music Box $6.90 10/22/58 Cl 6-4636 55% B- Cap $38--$20 $31 $34 $30 $27 
RAISIN IN SUN 243 W 47 100% C- most raves, slight reservations 
Barrymore $6.90 3/11/59 CI 6-0390 100% B- Cap $41--$42 $42 $42 $42 $42 
REDHEAD 226 W 46 80% C- 1 Con -Times - 6 raves G.V 

- -6r Verdon 

46th St $9.20 2/5/59 Cl 6-4271 90% B- Cap $62--$50 $63 $63 $63 $62 
SWEET BIRD YOUTH 302 W 45 100% C- 7 pro- 6 raves Post milder 
Beck $6.90 3/10/59 Cl 6-6363 75% B- Cap $48--$37 $45 $47 $47 $43 
TWO SEESAW 222 W 46 90% C- 1 Con- WTS-On Driginal Cast 
Booth $6.90 1/16/59 CI 6-5969 30% B- Cap $31--$11 $28 $20 $26 $23 
WORLD S WONG 235 W 44 60% C- 4 Pro- Mir, J Am, WTS,Post 
Broadhurst $6.90 10/14/58 Cl 6-6699 40% B- Cap $47--$18 $27 $31 $29 $27 


CD PROS & CONS 


PROS: Gypsy, La Plume, Make A Million, Majority of One, Music Man, My Fair Ledy, 
Pleasure of Company, Raisin in Sun, Redhead, Sweet Bird Youth, Two Seesaw 
Boy Friend, Getting Married-Buoyant Billions, Leave It to Jane, Once Mattress, 
Many Loves, Our Town, 3 Penny Opera 


CONS: Destry, J.B., Marriage Go Round, World S. Wong 
Billy Barnes Revue, Enemy of People, Young & Beautiful 


RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS 


1958-59 season ratings of NYC drama critics on current On and Off Broadway shows by 
CRITICAL DIGEST. %CD figures are percentage of pro votes in comparison to con votes 

on both current On and Off Broadway shows, details of each under On Pro, )n Con, ff Pro, 
Off Con. VARIETY seasonal ratings are percentages of favorable ( predicting hits properly) 
reviews filed by reviewers for entire season for On Broadway shows only. 


35 shows CD % On Pro 2OnCon Off Pro ff Con Variety'57-58 %6-57 
Times 70% 12 4 14 5 - 340 291 
H. Tribune 75% 13 3 14 5 . 320 .229 
firror 80% 15 1 14 6 446 
News 65% 13 3 8 500 541 
J. American 80% 15 1 14 5 - 500 - 469 
Post 70% 12 4 13 6 . 448 404 
WTS 90% 15 1 17 2 600 


OFF BROADWAY 
BILLY BARNES REVUE Ist & 64 5 Pro- 
York $4.85 6/9/59 TR 9-4138 2 Con- Times, News 
BOY FRIEND 38 Comm 5 Pro- Times.ri Trib, J] Am 
Cherry Lane $4. 60 1/26/58 CH 2-4468 WTS, Post 
CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 7 Pro- Unanimous raves 
Martinque $4.15 3/11/58 PE 6-3056 revival Miller drama 
THE DRUNKARD 162-2nd 4 Pro- Imes, Trib, WTS, J Am 
Gate $2.95 6/23/59 OR 4-8796 2 Con- News, Post 
ENEMY OF PEOPLE 100-7th Av S 4 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, WTS 
Actors Play $4.60 2/4/59 OR 5-1036 3 Con- News, Mirror, J Am 
LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 
Sher Sq $4.50 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 
MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! 125 W 41 7 Pro- Unanimous for one man 
4lst St $4.60 4/6/59 BR 9-3631 show by Hal Holbrook 
ONCE UPON MATTRESS 189-2nd Av 6 Pro- 
Phoenix $4.95 5/11/59 AL 4-0525 1 Con- News 
OUR TOWN 5 Sher Sq 7 Pro- Unanimous approval 
Circle $4.50 3/23/59 OR 5-9437 revival Wilder prize play 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times, Trib, Post 
De Lys $4.85 9/20/55 WA 4-8782 
2X4 146 W4 1 Pro- Post 
Showplace 6/2/59 AL 4-5648 1 Con- Times 
WALTZ DF TOREADORS 162-2nd Av 3 Pro- H Trib, J Am Post 
Cricket $3.60 4/6/59 OR 4-3960 
YOUNG & BEAUTIFUL 21 E 60 2 Pro- Times, WTS 
T.East $2.95 5/28/59 TE 2-9220 4 Con- Trib, J Am, Mir, Post 
SHAW REPERTORY 133 MacDoug Buoy Bill- 6 Pro- | Con- Mirror 
Province $3.90 5/26/59 GR 7-9894 Gett Marr- 4 Pro- | Con- J Am -No News 
VERSE REPERTORY 530- 6th Av Many Loves-l Pro-Times 2 Con-‘vrb, Post 
Living $3. 45 1/13/59 CH 3-4569 
SnAKES, REPERTORY NYC Phone Romeo- 3 Pro- Trib, J 1m, VTS- 4 Con 
Stratford $5.75 6/12/59 MU 7-1272 Merry Wives- 6 pro- No WTS 
SONG OF NOR WAY NYC Phone 7 Pro- 4 raves 
Jones Beach $4. 80 6/25/59 CA 1-1000 
HELLZASPLASHIN NYC Phone 2 Pro- Mirror, Post 
Flushing $2.50 6/24/59 OL 1-3131 5 Con- 

THEATRE CALENDAR 


And Thougits of Youta-Provine L/L 
Fiorella- 11/3 

Highest Tree- Longacre ll/4 

Tue Tenth Man- 11/5 

No Trifling Wita Love-St Marks 11/9 
Sound of Music- Lunt LL/12 
Masterpiece- 11/12 

Only in America- 11/16 

Midnight Sun- 1/23 


The Connection- Living 7/15 

Guys & Dolls- Central Park 7/21 
Snare My Lettuce- Village Gate 7/28 
All's Well- Stratford, Conn 7/29 


Julius Caesar- Central Park 8/3 
A Taste of Honey- Lyceum 9/8 


namlet- Little 9/9 
3 Sisters- 4th St 9/10 


Japan Girl Theatre- Met Opera 9/16 
Much Ado About Nothing- Lunt 9/17 
Simone- Gate 9/23 

Shakuntala- St Marks 9/29 

Vince.:t- Cricket 9/30 

Duel of Angels- Coronet 9/? 


Gang's All nere- Ambassador 10/1 
Great God Brown- Phoenix 10/5 
Summer 17th Doll- Players 10/5 
Happy Town- 54th St 10/6 

At Drop of Hat- Golden 10/8 
Golden Fleecing- Miller 10/14 
Moonbirds- Cort 10/14 

rieartbreak mouse-National 10/12 
Miracle Worker- Playhouse 10/19 
Warm Pe..insula- Hayes 10/20 
Mother Courage- 10/21 
Connecticut Summer- Saubert 10/22 
Girls Agaiust Boys- Alvin 10/27 


LONDON 


Ages of Man- Queens - 7/8 

Once More With Feeling- News 7/9 
Rope Dancers- Arts 7/9 

One to Anotner- Lyric 7/15 


Five Singered Exercise-Music Box 12/2 
Silent Night, Lonely Night-Morosco 12/3 
Saratoga- W.Garden 12/7 
L'Hurlerberla-ANTA 12/8 

Goodbye Charlie- Lyceum 12/16 

Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris-Alvin 12/17 
Dear Liar- 12/26 

Loss of Roses- Coronet 12/30 


Pink Jungle- Plymouth 
Last Days of Lincoln- 1/14 
Dearler's Cuoice- 1/17 
Saturday Night- 54th St 1/21 
Deseret-Anderson 1/26 


A Mighty Man is He- 2/Il 
Paris Not So Gay- 3/10 


CALENDAR 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SER VICE--- 
now in its 10th year of service to theatre professionals--directors 
libraries-- 
drama departments-etc-coast to coast-presents each week of the 
year a concise 15 minute summary of all theatre news, comments, 
reviews-etc- contained in the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily 


newspapers., $25 per year. 


Check attacued,...5ill Me- 


